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Torts

Hypothetical #5


Dave and Jon were very excited to go to the haunted house at the Halloween carnival being held in Coconut Grove.  They had heard from several friends how scary the haunted house was.  When they got there, Dave paid his money and entered the house first.  He saw pitch darkness when all of a sudden a frightening character stepped out of the darkness with an axe in hand.  Forgetting where he was momentarily, Dave swung at the axe-carrying man but missed.  However, the momentum from his swing sent him crashing into a skeleton (i.e. a man dressed in costume) who had just stepped out of the closet.  Dave was quickly shown to the exit.  


Jon paid and entered the house directly behind Dave, but panicked immediately and asked to be let out.  However, the ticket vendor said, "Look man, we've got rules here.  You have to go through the whole thing before you can leave."  Overall, the characters and events in the haunted house were much more terrifying than Jon was expecting and he began to experience an anxiety attack.  Calling him "Scaredy Cat," the assorted monsters and axe murderers chased Jon around the house until he fell over a coffin and broke his ankle.  

Identify and analyze any potential intentional torts committed during this "fun" evening.  Take into account any potential defenses.

