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Hypothetical #3

Phil Philately, an errand boy for the Department of Commerce, was sent by his supervisor to the Post Office to buy a page of one hundred, 25-cent stamps.  The supervisor gave Phil $25 cash to make the purchase.  At the time, Phil had no available money of his own.


On purchasing the page of stamps, Phil, whose hobby was studying and collecting stamps, realized immediately that the page was worth a great deal of money owing to an accidental, although not readily observable, imperfection in the design of this particular page.  So, instead of taking the stamps to his supervisor, he took them to a nearby stamp collector who bought the page for $25,000.  The collector realized that the stamps were worth at least four times what he paid for them.  With the money obtained from the sale of the stamps, Phil returned to the Post Office and bought another, ordinary page of one hundred 25-cent stamps which he delivered to his employer.  The stamps purchased by the collector from Phil were shortly thereafter accidentally destroyed by fire.


On learning of the above events, Phil’s employer sued Phil and the collector, and Phil sued the collector, for trespass to chattel and for conversion.  Do any of these claims have any validity?

