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Hypothetical # 14

A.)
Bartles and Jaymes, two farmers, both sell apples that have been sprayed with Ichtar, a banned pesticide, to a local market.  The market puts the apples out together in one bin.  Skippy buys an apple and gets sick from the pesticide.  If Skippy sues the farmers, how will he deal with the causation issues.

B.)
A Tonka Railroad train negligently collides with a car at an intersection.  The car is thrown into a switch, throwing the switch and turning the train onto a side track, where it collides with some standing boxcars.  Pete, a passenger, is injured when he is thrown from his seat due to the collision with the boxcars.

C.)
On October 15, the Tonka Railroad accepts shipment of apples to deliver for Mr. Candid.  Because the weather is cool and frost could spoil the apples, Mr. Candid requires that the apples be delivered within four days.  Tonka incurs delays, and the apples are spoiled by freezing on October 23.  Is Tonka liable?

D.)
Icarus Airlines negligently fails to fill all the fuel tanks on a passenger plane.  Consequently, the plane is forced to land on Pacific Island.  Mickey, a passenger, is injured when a volcano on the island erupts while the plane is being refueled.

E.)  Apex Alarm Co. Installs a security system in Fred’s home.  The alarm is designed to sound at the Apex office if the system is activated by an intruder.  The Apex staff then calls the police, who ideally come and apprehend the culprit.


On an evening in June, a burglar breaks a window at Fred’s house.  This should have activated the alarm, but due to negligent wiring at the Apex office, it fails to go off.  The burglar makes off with Fred and Wilma’s valuables, and Fred sues Apex.  Apex moves for summary judgment on the ground that the burglar’s intentional criminal act supersedes its negligence in wiring the alarm improperly.  How should the court rule?

