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Torts

Hypothetical #1


Marco loves to ride his new motorcycle around the parking lot, revving the engine, accelerating quickly, spinning and stopping on a dime.  One spring afternoon, he speeds across the parking lot, hoping to impress Jackie (a woman in his torts class), and screeches to a stop.  Unfortunately he hits a large puddle of water (still there from a rain shower earlier in the day), hydroplanes on the oil on top of the water, skids out of control, jumps the curb and hits Walter, leaving tire marks all over his pants. 


Marco tries to help Walter up and starts brushing him off, apologizing profusely.  Walter screams at Marco and pushes him to the ground.  Marco fractures his wrist as he attempts to brace his fall.  


Jackie, although not impressed with Marco's motorcycle antics, feels sorry for him and decides to "go out" with him.  The two are an item around the law school for the next few weeks and are seen constantly hugging and kissing.  One day Marco gives Jackie a hug, as he is accustomed to doing.  Unfortunately, Jackie is wearing a new pair of heels and the passion of Marco's embrace causes her to fall and bruise her elbow.  Marco tries to help Jackie up, but she coldly tells him not to touch her.  Marco, priding himself as a gentleman, pulls her up anyway.

1.
Did Marco batter Walter?

2.
Did Walter batter Marco?

3.
Did Marco, at any time, batter Jackie?  

