Manning v. Mitcherson:   Reading Comprehension Self-Quiz

(1) What appears to have been the primary dispute between the parties at the trial in front of the Justice of the Peace?

(a) Whether Mrs. Mitcherson ever acquired property rights in “Sweet.”  


(b) Whether the bird that Brown gave to Mrs. Manning was “Sweet.”  
(c) Whether Mrs. Mitcherson lost her property rights in “Sweet” when the bird escaped for the second time.
(d) Whether the bird was justified in escaping because it was called “Sweet” and had its crest feathers parted in a goofy way.
(2) Why might Mrs. Mitcherson’s attorney have wanted the court to know about Manning’s statement about his reaction to Mrs. Mitcherson’s “insolent manner”? 

(a) It shows that Manning had a weak character.

(b) Mrs. Mitcherson’s bad behavior suggests that she is not a good pet-owner.

(c) It suggests that Manning understood that, under normal circumstances, Mrs. Mitcherson would be entitled to the bird.

(d) None of the above. 
(3) What appears to have been Manning’s primary claim on appeal? 

(a) That Mrs. Mitcherson never acquired property rights in “Sweet.”


(b) That the bird that Brown gave to Mrs. Manning was not “Sweet.”

(c) That Mrs. Mitcherson lost her property rights in “Sweet” when the bird escaped for the second time.

(d) None of the above.

(4) What language in the opinion suggests that the original owners of wild animals can sometimes lose property rights when the animals escape? 
(a) “The law of Georgia is, that to have property in animals, birds and fishes which are wild by nature, one must have them within his actual possession, custody or control, and this he may do by taming, domesticating, or confining them.”
(b) “To say that if one has a [pet bird] and it should accidentally escape from its cage to the street, or to a neighboring house, that the first person who caught it would be its owner, is wholly at variance with our views of right and justice.” 
(c) “To hold that the traveling organist with his attendant monkey, if it should slip its collar, and go at will out of his immediate possession and control, and be captured by another person, that he would be the true owner and the organist lose all claim to it, is hardly to be expected….”

(d) All of the above.
(5) What language in the opinion suggests that the court is not resting its decision solely on the lower court’s conclusion that the canary was tamed? 
(a) The court includes in its list of relevant evidence “that it knew its name, and when called by its owner, would answer the call….”
(b) The court includes in its list of relevant evidence “that it had left its cage on one occasion, and after having been gone a day or two returned….”
(c) The court, in its discussion in the last paragraph, refers to “wild animals of a menagerie….”

(d) All of the above. 
