BACKGROUND: DIANE GRAY


You are a 32-year old schoolteacher teaching English at Julio Martinez Junior High School.  You have lived for 27 years at 48 Cocopalm Drive in Coconut Village in the mythical, subtropical state of Califlor (think Miami climate).  Your father, Vernon, until his death from a heart attack in 2004, worked as a doctor (eyes, ears, nose and throat) at St. Francis Hospital in nearby Coconut Beach.  He had an office in Coconut Village. 


Your mother died when you were very young (you have very little memory of her.  Shortly afterward, you and your father moved to your present house.  You lived there while attending local public schools and later while attending nearby Coconut College, where you got a degree in English and an Education certificate. Shortly after graduating college, you got your present job and have held it ever since. You occasionally take classes at night and have thought about going back to school to get a Ph.D. at some point.  You imagine it would be much more interesting to teach poetry to English majors than to 14-year olds, but the idea of writing a thesis scares you.

You are bright, cheerful, and talkative, although lonely since your father died.  You are not married, or even seriously involved, but have two poodles, Yin and Yang.  Yin is five years old; Yang is four, and more affectionate than Yin.  You have always had poodles since you were a little girl; in the past you have had Teddy and Eddie, Hong and Kong, and Burma and Thai.


Your house is at the end of Cocopalm drive on the north side of the street at a dead end (see attached map).  East of you is McNamara Park, a large city facility.  The park contains athletic fields at its east end, but near your property, it is fairly wild and overgrown.  As far as you know, the only people who go in to the part of the park near you are yourself and other dog owners who walk their pets there.  A chain link fence separates your property from the park.  You can en​ter the park through a path at the end of Cocopalm Drive.


The property just to the west of yours belongs to Brian and Gertrude (Gertie) Gordon, a couple in their early 60’s. They have lived there since before you moved in.  He is some sort of engineer; she is a housewife.  
Gertie is a good friend.  She is warm and thoughtful and was a great help to you when your father died.  However, you think she is not really very bright.  She tends to think whatever Brian tells her to think and her memory is not too good.  She often forgets that you have returned things that you have borrowed.  She once didn't talk to you for a week because she misplaced a cookbook you had already returned.  
You don't like Brian.  He has little appreciation for culture of any sort and doesn't treat Gertie well (he orders her around, doesn't respect her opinion, and, years ago, occasionally hit her).  Your father called him a redneck bigot and barely spoke to him.


Gertrude has a good friend, Bess Maddox, who lives on Lion's Mane Drive around the corner and who often comes over to the Gordons’ house for coffee in the afternoons.  On days when you don't have school or are home early, you join them.   Most of the gossip you get about your neighbors is the result of these meetings.  Bess is much sharper than Gertrude and tends to dominate her.  Bess was a real estate agent for many years; she recently retired.  Her husband Bill is a re​tired real estate attorney.


The property across the street from you, number 49, contains a small 2-bedroom house.  You haven't been inside it for more than 10 years, but it is a solid house with wood floors in the living room and bedrooms and a nicely designed kitchen.  When you first moved to Coconut Village, a very old man lived in the house.  You don't remember much about him, except that his name was Uriah, and you were a little scared of him.  He died soon after you were in the new house.  After that, you think it was owned by his sister, but you aren't sure.  People rented the property for many years after that.


The tenants of number 49 that you particularly remember are the Clemens family who lived there from about 1987 to 1992.  You became very good friends with their daughter Lydia, who was about your age.  Early in the summer of 1992, Lydia was killed in a car accident.  Her parents (Sylvia and Harry) were devastated and moved away.  The accident upset you greatly at the time and you never really tried to keep in touch with the parents. However, before the accident, you spent a lot of time in their house.  Sylvia had decorated the house very well; you particularly remember liking the curtains and Lydia's room was wonderful; all pink satins and lace. The people who moved in after the Clemenses were an older couple (maybe named Rapp?) but you didn’t socialize with them. You aren’t sure if anyone else lived there before it was purchased by Bill Boddicker (see below).  You haven’t been inside #49 since Lydia died.


The property just west of number 49 is number 47. The park that runs beside your house circles around both numbers 47 and 49, and the chain link fence divides those properties from the park.  A six-foot wooden picket fence runs along the front of #47 and #49 dividing them from the street.  This fence continues around the edge of #47 and then connects with the chain link fence in the back of the lot.  The fence does not divide #47 and #49.  Entering on to each of the lots, there are two gates in the fence (one for cars to enter the driveways and a smaller one for pedestrians).


Number 47 currently has a cute little one-bedroom cottage.  You vaguely remember the property being rented out years ago, but the cottage was smashed up in hurricane Edna in 1991.  You remember because you had a palm tree uprooted in the storm and when the truck came to cart away the branches that had crushed the cottage, your father was able to talk the man in the truck into taking the palm tree as well for free.  After the hurricane, whoever was keeping the yard up stopped, and it became a wild field. There were some gaps in the fence, and both gates were stuck open.  Because there are lots of trees and shrubs on the property, it really wasn't too much of an eyesore, although Brian Gordon used to mutter that someone ought to clean it up.



About 10 years ago (long after Lydia died, maybe while the Rapps were still living at number 49?), one summer the property at #47 got cleaned up.  A scraggly looking young man, who you now know to be Matt Boggs, showed up in a van and fixed up the cottage, which had gotten very run down and hadn't been occupied for years.  You think he started growing vegetables the first summer, but you are not sure.  He always parked his van in the back of the property away from the street, but when you thought he was home, you would occasionally stop by when you were walking your dogs (Teddy and Eddie in those days).  He seemed a little nervous to have visitors, but was proud that you liked his workmanship on the cottage.


Matt has lived at the cottage ever since that summer.  He grows vegetables most of the year, but goes away to England every summer for a couple of months to get away from the heat.  In any event, the subtropical Califlor summer is a poor growing season for vegetables. 

Matt has a big bushy moustache and never dresses very well.  Your father used to call him "that hippie" and wouldn't talk to him.  You didn't like the way he looked at you when he first moved in and so you didn’t speak to him much until Manuela Martinez came.  Manuela is Matt's wife.  She is a Salvadoran refugee, but is very bright and speaks English very well.  She is a very sweet person, very pretty, and does wonderful things with her hands.  


Manuela came back with Matt after one of his trips from Europe several summers ago.  Since she came, Matt’s place is much neater.  They painted the outside of the cottage shortly after she arrived, and, as best you remember, the gaps in the fence and the gates got fixed about that time. Matt and Manuela make furniture together; they built a special shed with their furniture-making equipment in it.  The stuff they make is lovely; you bought a little chest of drawers for your cousin Rebecca when her daughter Lily was born.  Manuela did a lovely job painting flowers on the chest.  In the last few years, people often come to the house to pick up furniture on the weekends, and Matt and Manuela leave their driveway gate open to let the customers in.  

You have had Manuela over for coffee quite often since she came.  You find her lively conversation and fine sense of humor refreshing (she gets and laughs at all your jokes) and she is younger, more lively, and less close-minded than Gertie and Bess.  She occasionally invites you over (you come in through the pedestrian gate, which they usually keep unlocked) but Matt isn't crazy about you (or you about him).  
You have seen the corn, beans and tomato plants growing in the yard for several years; their garden takes up much of their yard. Matt and Manuela make the vegetables they grow into vegetable pies, which they sell to a local restaurant. In addition, you are very suspicious that the tall plants in the back of the lot behind a line of bushes are marijuana.  Manuela jokingly refers to them as herbs and you haven't pressed the point.  But how else do they afford to go to Europe every summer for two months?


 Bess and Gertie disapprove of Matt and Manuela.  They don't like the fact that they live in a cottage, that Matt didn't paint the cottage or fix the fence right away, that they drive a painted up van, or that they live by growing vegetables and building furniture.  In addition, Gertie and Bess (probably because of Brian) refer to Manuela as "that Mexican woman" despite your attempts to explain the difference.  Brian snidely refers to Matt and Manuela as "the mixed couple."  You haven't spoken to them about the marijuana; it would only confirm their prejudices.  

In the summer about 5 years ago (2002? 2003?), a for sale sign went up and quickly went down again at number 49.  A man you now know to be Bill Boddicker bought the house.  Almost immediately, the fence in front of both the 47 property and the 49 property got painted.  Matt was away in Europe, and you were a little surprised to see the fence on his side get painted.


You hardly ever see Boddicker.  He drives a fancy blue sports car and only seems to come at night.  Yard people come during the week to fix up the yard at 49, but you hardly ever see anyone else there during the day.  Occasionally a number of cars arrive together at night.  Gertie and Bess think that Boddicker is a "drug mogul" because of his peculiar use of the house.  Bess thinks (and Gertie goes along) that the cars at night are "meetings" to make "scores."  You don't know, but are very skeptical of these ideas.  You think they watch too many Miami Vice reruns, although nearby Coconut Beach is notorious for its drug traffic.


There is no doubt that Boddicker is very attractive.  He is in his early forties, blond, handsome, well-built, and charming on the rare occasions any of you manage to talk to him.  Gertie certainly has a kind of crush on him, although she would never admit it.  You suspect she has Miami Vice fantasies about the romantic life he leads.  Because of an incident that occurred a couple of years ago, you feel differently toward Boddicker than Gertie does.  On the morning after Valentine's Day, a red-haired girl climbed over the gate in front of Boddicker's house crying.  She was bleeding from a cut on her face.  You were walking the dogs and saw her.  You took her into the house and cleaned her up.  You never told anyone about this.  Her name was Rosie.  She told you that she had come home with Boddicker the night before.  In the morning, she had asked him to take her home.  He refused, saying he had things to do, and would take her home later.  They started arguing, and she said that she tripped and cut herself trying to get away from him.  However, given the location of the cut on her face, you suspect he must have hit her.  She ran out of the house.  She didn't know why he didn't follow her.  You drove her home afterward.


At the end of the summer after Boddicker moved in, Manuela and Matt came back from Europe and continued to live in the house.  When you got to know Manuela, you asked whether they were renting or owned the house.  She said that they didn't pay any rent; she thought it was Matt's house.


A couple of years later you were witness to a strange meeting between Matt and Manuela and Boddicker.  It was the morning Matt and Manuela were supposed to leave for Europe.  They were pulling out of the driveway in their van on the way to the airport.  Just as they came through the gate, Boddicker pulled into the street.  You and Gertie were standing out in her front yard talking.  


Boddicker pulled his car directly in front of the van, turned off the motor and got out of the car.  He said, "What the fuck do you think you're doing?" Matt was (not surprisingly) very angry.  "I am going to Europe, if you'll get the fuck out of the way."  

Boddicker replied, "What were you doing on my property?"  

"Not that its any of your business what I was doing on my property, but I was packing my stuff so I could go to Europe, which I am going to do right now if you'll move you're fucking car."
"If I catch you on my property again, I'll blow your fucking heads off."


"If you move your goddamn car, I promise, I'll never set foot on any goddamn property that belongs to you again."


After this cheerful exchange, Boddicker moved the car, and Matt and Manuela drove off.  Boddicker came over to you and Gertie and apologized for having to listen to that exchange.  Gertie asked if he owned number 49, and he explained that he had bought both 47 and 49 at the same time.  He asked if we had seen "those deadbeats" around at all.  Gertie blurted out that they had been living there for some time and that she thought they were some kind of hippies.  Bod​dicker said he'd have to get someone to watch the house.  Starting after that, a big black man in a green Chevy started coming around a couple of times a week and going onto the property at number 49.


This incident caused no little amount of discussion between you, Bess and Gertie.  Gertie was incensed that Matt and Manuela were "squatters".  Bess said her husband said if people squatted long enough, they got to keep the property.  You tried to remember how long they'd been around, but couldn't remember for sure.  Bess thought they came in 1998 or so; Gertie (obviously trying to help her romantic hero Boddicker) said it was 2000.  You thought it was the summer you graduated from college, but you weren't sure.


At the end of the summer, when Matt and Manuela got back, they just moved back in.  The black man turned out to be a friend of a friend of Matt's, and he comes around and talks to Matt every few days.  You think his name is Phinney or something like that.  You saw Matt changing the lock on the gate right when he got back, but you don't know why.  You asked Manuela about who owned the house.  She said that Matt thought he had worked the land on the property long enough to own it.


Last May, Manuela and Matt suddenly disappeared.  Manuela called you a couple of weeks later and said Boddicker came to their house with some men with guns and forced them to take their stuff and leave.  They had to leave the furniture making equipment behind.  She said they were filing a lawsuit to get the property back.  Several weeks later, you saw Boddicker talking with Gertie for a long time in her yard.  Several days later, Boddicker and a woman in a suit came to the house and talked with Gertie and Brian for several hours.  Gertie said the woman was Boddicker's lawyer.  She was incensed that "the squatters would have the nerve."


Boddicker's lawyer, Elena Cruz, has contacted you about talking to her or to her associates about the case.  Manuela also called you about talking to their lawyers.  You have set up appointments with both sets of lawyers, although you suspect you will be a little more forthcoming with Manuela's attorney because of what a monster you think Boddicker is.  You have given both sets of lawyers basic information about yourself (age, job, how long you've lived at your house, etc.)  They will pick up with substantive ques​tions about the case.

ROUGH TIMELINE

1980
5 years old; move to 48 Cocopalm Dr. shortly after mother dies

1984
Father got you Hong and Kong

1987?
Clemens Family moves in across the street at #49

1991
Hurricane Edna damages cottage on #47; uproots palm tree on your lot

1992
Lydia Clemens killed in June; parents move away in October.


Rapps? move into #49

1993
Graduated from Thomas Jefferson High School

1994
Father got you Teddy and Eddie

1997
Graduated in May from Coconut College with  B.A. in English


Summer: Roughly when Matt Boggs arrived and began to fix up cottage



Matt kind of hid at first & started to grow vegetables that year or next


Began teaching Jr. High English in September
2001 or 2002? 
Manuela comes home from England with Matt; paints cottage

They start furniture business 
2002 or 2003? Summer: #49 sold to Boddicker; 
fence around both lots painted although Matt & Manuela in Europe
Matt & Manuela return to house at end of summer

2004
Father Dies of Heart Attack in February
2004 or 2005? June:  
Matt & Manuela leaving for Europe; fight with Boddicker




Boddicker explains he owns #47




Boddicker starts having Phinney(?) check up on #47




Matt & Manuela return to house at end of summer

Matt replaces lock on gate

2005
Feb 15:  Incident where Rosie hurts her face at #49

July: Purchased Yin & Yang 
2007
May:  Manuela & Matt disappear

They later report Boddicker & friends forced them out with guns

[Notes for the actress: The interviews will take place at 7:55am on Wednesday, October 3 in Room 110. The procedure will be that you will be interviewed for 15-20 minutes by lawyers for Boddicker, then for 15-20 minutes by lawyers for Matt and Manuela.  Please be a little reticent with the gory details, but allow most of them to slip out.  You are a lonely woman, happy to have a chance to be the center of attention. Don't be afraid to add details that you think will help so long as they are consistent with the overall story.  Also don’t be afraid to not tell the whole story (at least to Boddicker's lawyers).  Don't worry if you don't have time to say everything; there is not enough time in the ex​ercise for that.  Help everyone out a little though; remem​ber the students are new to interviewing.  After the primary interviews, I’ll give the students in the audience a chance to ask questions they didn’t hear the other “lawyers” ask.  Feel free to bring notes (or a “diary”) if you need them—you can say you jotted down some notes to help keep the dates straight.  Please contact me if you have any questions.  Thanks.]
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